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1. I the Yugoslav Government
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wished talks with the Soviet Government as & means of enhancing
Tito's prestige and that thie is another example of the Balkan
game of playing off the mejor powers ageinet each other. The Yugo-
glave believe that they know the Russien Communists extremely well
and thus the former mey be able to meke an eventuality of coexist-
ence.

L | the Soviet Union wented thise
meeting to counteract the Western agreement for e Tour Power meeting
and to insure the neutrality of Yugoslavie. The Soviets bope to
bring Yugoslevis into & 1ine of buffer states including Finland,
East Germany and Austriea, which the Soviets feel 1s now necessary
after the integration of West Germeny into NATO.

- negotiations for the meeting muet
have been going on for months, and that the date was met for the
time when it would have maximun propegande effect. The purge of
Djilas and Dedijer and the removal of Peko Dapcevic as Chief of
the Genersl Staff cleared the way #or this reconciliation. It
was also pointed out that no military men were included in the
Soviet delegation.'

The magnitude of the USSR'S step[ ~ |canbde
measured by the fact that Karushchev and Bulganin have never before
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lc?ft Russia until recently, and that this is the first time such a
high powered group has travelled outside the Cominform ares.
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